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(October 1, 2007 – September 30, 2008) 

 

The Japan District has promoted Kiwanis service activities beginning with Kiwanis Dolls, and made 

efforts to improve information exchanges with Kiwanis clubs while admiring their uniqueness 

through the Governor’s official visits this year.  By carrying on the long-range plan laid out in the 

past, we believe that Kiwanis service activities in the spirit of YCPO will spread throughout Japan, 

promoting membership growth.  Details are as follows: 

 

1. New Club Building and Membership Growth 

With the aim to build two new clubs per year, we established the KC of Ashiya, had its 

Organization Meeting on November 9, and Charter Ceremony on March 23, with the KC of 

Kobe as the sponsor.  We also established the KC of Fukushima, had its Organization 

Meeting on April 24, and Charter Ceremony on June 10, with the KC of Sendai as the sponsor.  

Furthermore, we established the KC of Oita, had its Organization Meeting on August 5, and 

Charter Ceremony on September 22, with the KC of Kumamoto as the sponsor.  Thus, we 

established three new clubs during this administrative year. 

As for the membership growth, with the base of 1,534 members at the end of last 

administrative year, we achieved 1,608 members at the end of this administrative year.  We 

increased by the rate of a little less than 4.8%.  When we look closely, only the KC’s of 

Takamatsu, Fukuoka, Kumamoto and Kanazawa achieved the aim “for clubs with less than 

20 members to secure 20 members, for clubs with less than 50 members to attain the net 

increase of not less than 5 members, and for clubs with not less than 50 members to attain the 

net increase of 5% or more members”.  Membership growth owes greatly to the new club 

building (63 out of 74 members). 

 

2. Active Participation to Kiwanis International Activities 

1） Attendance at International Meetings 

① ASPAC Convention in Jakarta 

40 members from 7 clubs (Target: 80 members from more than 6 clubs) 

② International Convention in Orlando 

13 members from 4 clubs (Target: 30 members from 7 clubs) 

③ Japan District Convention in Takamatsu 

402 members from 26 clubs  

(Target: 400 members from all the clubs, including guests) 



 

 

2） Past Governor Tadao Oda being elected for International Trustee 

At ASPAC Convention in Jakarta, Past Governor Tadao Oda (KC of Sendai) was elected 

as the International Trustee from ASPAC, to serve for three-year term from this 

October. 

 

3） Visits by Kiwanis International VIPs 

① President Dave Curry of Kiwanis International with the First Lady paid official 

visit this March, visiting Kobe and Nishinomiya area on March 22, Kyoto area on 

23, attending Charter Ceremony of the KC of Ashiya on the same night, visiting 

Kumamoto and Tokyo area on 24, attending welcome dinner on the same night. 

② CEO Rob Parker and Lead Area Director for Europe and Asia-Pacific Christina 

Hale visited Japan Last October as part of their “Listening Tour”, and discussed 

about Japan’s situation with concerned parties. 

 

3. Promotion of Service Activity Projects 

Kiwanis Clubs this year have enthusiastically carried out the popularization of Kiwanis 

Dolls.  This not only served as the service activities for young children, but publicized 

Kiwanis, and created the cycle of having more people to join us.  Of course, other service 

activities were carried out enthusiastically as well. 

① Popularization of Kiwanis Dolls 

We started out with the aim of donating Kiwanis Dolls to hospitals in all prefectures, to 

support children in need.  This year, 

・ the KC of Tokyo displayed dolls at the Annual Meeting of the Japan Pediatric 

Society in Tokyo this April, 

・ the KC of Sapporo displayed dolls at the Japanese Society of Child Health in 

Sapporo during September 25 – 27, 

thus displaying dolls at two meetings.  We believe this popularized Kiwanis Dolls very 

well.  On the whole, we donated 7,476 dolls this year, accumulating 26,515 dolls to 715 

hospitals.  Also, we have donated to hospitals in all 47 prefectures. 

We also introduced the Japan District’s activities on Kiwanis dolls, along with 

Norwegian District and clubs from United States, at the International Convention in 

Orlando in June, with the help of the Past First Lady Miki Cunat, and got attention 

from many attendees. 

② Promotion of “Child Abuse Prevention” as The YCPO Activity of the Japan District 

The KC’s of Tokyo and Yokoyama supported the “Orange-Ribbon Relay Race” to 

enlighten child-abuse prevention, by running in the race and help conducting the race. 

③ Participation in Kiwanis One Day 

Twenty-two clubs have participated in “Kiwanis One Day” conducted by Kiwanis 

International from last year, with service projects unique to each club. 



 

 

5. Mutual Enlightenment Among Clubs and Members 

Information exchange is necessary to conduct Kiwanis service activities.  We held first such 

meeting last year the day before the District Convention in Yokohama.  We set up time for 

the same purpose every time we held Board Meetings this year.  We also held a meeting the 

day before the District Convention in Takamatsu under the title of “Sharing Thoughts for 

the Future of Kiwanis”, had many attendees reporting the current status and challenges 

they are facing at each club, and had meaningful discussions.  We believe that this kind of 

meeting will deepen members’ understandings to Kiwanis activities, and widens activities.  

We would like to have similar meetings in the future to enhance club activities. 

 

6. Vitalization of Publicity Activities 

・ With the effort of each club, Kiwanis service activities were publicized through media 

this year. 

・ The seventeen-minute “publication” video and DVD on Kiwanis Dolls is still used 

effectively. 

・ “Kiwanis Japan” was made solely for record purpose.  We still need to upgrade the 

magazine to meet its subscription fee by incorporating the opinions of members. 

 

7. Awards 

（1） The Japan Kiwanis Culture Award 

This year’s Japan Kiwanis Culture Award was presented to Mr. Takuo Iwabu of 

Botaori at the Japan District Convention held in Takamatsu in September. 

（2） Awards by Kiwanis International 

・ Robert P. Connelly Medal: Mr. Hirofumi Iwasaki 

・ 2006-07 Distinguished District: Imm. Past Governor Akira Kanno, 

 Imm. Past Secretary Tsuyoshi Kuriyama 

・ 2006-07 Distinguished Lt. Governor: Imm. Past Lt. Governor Arai, 

 Imm. Past Lt. Governor Miyata, 

 Imm. Past Lt. Governor Horimoto, 

 Imm. Past Lt. Governor Sonoo, 

 Imm. Past Lt. Governor Miyoshi, 

 Imm. Past Lt. Governor Yoshida, 

 Imm. Past Lt. Governor Nakane, 

 Imm. Past Lt. Governor Yamaguchi 

・ 2006-07 Distinguished Club: KC’s of Tokyo, Nagoya, Sendai, 

 Yokohama, Takamatsu, Kyoto, 

 Chiba, Senshu, Saitama, 

 Nishinomiya, Fukuyama, Kumamoto, 

 Shizuoka, Matsue, Kagoshima 

・ Annual club Gift Campaign: Imm. Past Governor Akira Kanno, 

 Past Governor Kazuo Nakata 



 

・ Benefactor: Tadao Oda (Sendai), 

 Shigeru Kurosawa (Sendai) 

・ Hixson Fellowship: Kippei Iida (Nagoya),  

 Kazunari Fujisawa (Tokyo), 

 Hiroshi Yamaki (Kyoto), 

 Yoshiaki Umeda (Yokohama), 

 Tachio Ohori (Tokyo), 

 Shigeru Kurosawa (Sendai), 

 Koshiro Kitazato (Tokyo), 

 Taizo Yokoyama (Tokyo), 

 Akira Chiba (Takamatsu), 

 Tomoko Yamaguchi (Tokyo) 

（3） Awards by the Japan District 

Based on “The Award Criteria” approved at the Board Meeting last October, following 

awards were presented. 

<Awards for Clubs> 

・ Membership Growth: 

Highest Award: KC of Fukuoka 

Performance Awards: KC’s of Takamatsu, Kumamoto, Kanazawa 

・ Donation of Kiwanis Dolls: 

Highest Award: KC of Tokyo 

Performance Awards: KC’s of Nagoya, Sendai, Sapporo, Yokohama, Takamatsu, 

Kyoto, Wakayama, Niigata, Saitama, Nishinomiya, 

Fukuyama, Kumamoto, Kanazawa, Kagoshima 

・ Donation Activities: Highest Award: KC of Nishinomiya 

・ Attendance Rate: 

(more than 60%): KC’s of Kobe, Nishinomiya, Shibuya, Matsue, Kagoshima, 

Ashiya, Fukushima 

(5% or more improvement): KC’s of Osaka, Sendai, Yokohama, Niigata, 

Fukuyama, Kagoshima 

・ Attendance to ASPAC Convention and International Convention:  

KC’s of Tokyo, Sendai 

・ Attendance to the Japan District Convention (in Takamatsu): 

KC’s of Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, Kobe, Sendai, Sapporo, Yokohama, Takamatsu, 

Fukuoka, Kyoto, Chiba, Wakayama, Niigata, Senshu, Saitama, Nishinomiya, 

Fukuyama, Kumamoto, Shizuoka, Kanazawa, Matsue, Kagoshima, Fukushima 

・ Special Awards from the Governor: 

KC of Tokyo (for Kiwanis-Doll Manufacturing Event with Students), 

KC of Hiroshima (for Kiwanis Scholarship for International Students through 

Japanese Essay Contest) 



 

 

<Awards to Individuals> (for those who introduced two or more new members): 

27 members from 13 clubs 

<Special Testimonial> 

Governor presented special testimonial to Member Taketoshi Sugimoto of the KC 

of Kanazawa for the large-amount donation as the wishes by his deceased wife. 

 

8. Contributions 

This year, with the support of each club, we donated US$22,000 as Annual Club Gift 

Campaign, 1,461,000 Yen as disaster relieves for Cyclone in Myanmar and Earthquake in 

Sichuan, including donations to other organizations for tax exemption purposes, and 

1,240,000 Yen as disaster relieves for Iwate-Miyagi Inland Earthquake.  We also donated 

US$3,000 (324,000 Yen) to the Vision of Hope Project conducted by the KC of Colombo City 

in Sri Lanka. 


